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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 05540 080907Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 /053 W 

029241 080909Z/10 

O 080855Z AUG 77 

FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9228 

UNCLAS JIDDA 5540 

USIAC 

FOR IOP/M 

E.O. 11652: NA 

SUBJECT: DAILY MEDIA REACTION REPORT (AUGUST 8) 

1 . SUMMARY: SECSTATE VANCE'S VISIT AND MEETINGS WITH HIS 
MAJESTY, TALKS WITH CROWN PRINCE FAHD AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
SAUD DOMINATED HEADLINES OF MOST DAILIES. EDITORIAL COMMENT 
COVERING VISIT FOCUSSED ON IMPORTANCE OF TALKS IN TAIF. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. ATWEN IN AL-MEDIAN BELIEVES US EFFORTS FOR PEACE IN 
MIDDLE EAST WILL COME TO NOTHING AS LONG AS HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND AMERICAN-ARAB INTERESTS ARE NOT TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. 

ANY MEDIATOR SHOULD BE NEUTRAL AND UNBIASED. PRESIDENT 
CARTER TRIED TO BE, BACK-TTACKED FOLLOWING MEETINGS 
WITH BEGAIN. VANCE MADE NEGOTIATIONS AND END, BUT ON WHAT 
BASIS THE GENEVA CONFERENCE WILL TAKE PLACE IS YET TO 

BE DISCUSSED. WE WELCOME AMERICA'S EFFORTS, BUT THEY 
SHOULD BE REASONABLE. 

3. ARAB NEWS WRITES THAT TAIF TALKS ARE MOST IMPORTANT IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 JIDDA 05540 080907Z 

VANCE'S TOUR. SAUDI ARABIA WILL SUPPORT CONFRONTATION 
STATES IN PEACE AND WAR, BUT WILL NOT MAKE POLICY FOR 
THEM. THE SAUDI POSITION ON PALESTINE IS WELL KNOWN. 

ELSEWHERE THE PAPER WRITES SOME PROGRESS OS SUBSTANCE 
OF NEGOTIATIONS MUST BE MADE BEFORE A GENEVA CONFERENCE, 
OTHERWISE THERE IS NO POINT IN GOING TO GENEVA. PLO 
PARTICIPATION IS THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL POINT. IF THE 
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ARABS ARE MAKING CERTAIN PRIVATE CONCESSION TO VANCE, AS 
REPORTS INDICATE, THEN ISRAEL SHOULD ALSO MAKE SOME 
CONCESSION ON THIS POINT. 

STEWART 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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